Darnestown Elementary School

General PTA Meeting

November 1, 2011

Minutes of Meeting:

Start Time:  7:36 pm

End Time:  8:57 pm

Welcome and Introductions – Lisa Markiewicz
Lisa welcomed the members attending the meeting.

Members present at the meeting reviewed the minutes from the September 7th meeting.  A motion was made to approve the minutes and was seconded.  All in favor, none opposed.

Treasurer’s Report
· The Read-A-Thon was a huge success.  Projections were a little higher than expected.
· There are 3 cultural assemblies set for the year.  The first one will be on November 8.

· Will be leasing a backup copier – approximate funds needed $1,800.
· The PTA is looking at the purchase of another Promethium Board, taking advantage of the discount that they are being offered.
· The new spiritwear line continuing to be a success.

Volunteer and Upcoming PTA Events
· Book Fair coming up Nov. 7 – 11.  Volunteers needed to help work during the fair.  Those interested need to contact Amy Gross to sign up.
· The Directory is a little behind schedule but will be out soon.  

· Bus driver appreciation week – breakfast scheduled for Nov. 4.
· Chair position still open for Dwelling Place.  Janet Swisher and Michelle McKee volunteered to co-chair this event.  Lisa Markiewicz to contact Dwelling Place to see if they want gifts wrapped or not.  If they do want gifts wrapped, it was agreed that we will be asking the parents to wrap and label the gift prior to donating it.  Labels stating gender and age range will be sent home in the Mustang Magazine if this is the new procedure. 
· Fruits for Families will be on December 9.
Principal’s Address
· Mrs. Colgary commented on the plumbing problems that arose last week and what an exceptional job Mark and Thomas did at handling all of the situations.  It was decided to thank them with a gift certificate for their hard work.  The issues were not construction related, but were quite unpleasant.
· The construction continues to progress.  There is a new pathway for emergency exit for some of the classrooms.  There will be cement piping delivered the week of the Nov. 7.

· She expressed that the teachers feel there is confusion over the note regarding classroom parties.  She confirmed that there are no Christmas parties; there have never been Christmas parties.  
· Mrs. Colgary then opened the floor for questions:

· It was questioned on whether appropriate to have a child tested for the Fox Chapel magnet program, if the child was not planning on attending, simply to find out test scores.  She stated that everyone is free to apply but there is a lot of work that goes into the testing for each child.
· A question was also brought up in the difference between the magnet programs and the specialty programs offered by the County.  She is going to look into them specifically and speak with the parent that voiced the question.
· There was also discussion over the new curriculum for 2nd graders, especially in regards to math.  The math curriculum was discussed in general for all the grades as to advancement.  The County has backed off from advancing children a grade in math as they have done in the past.
· Discussion over a promethium board deal that was handled at Jones Lane Elementary School was held.  The claim seems too good to be true and reports are that they are not true, however, it will be investigated further to see if this is legitimate and if DES would want to participate.
Advocacy Chair Report
· Emails are coming in with comments/complaints/suggestions.  Suggestion box set out for use.  Once an answer is formed for concerns, Korin contacts the person who originated the concern to make them aware of it.
· Recess in the gym is going on Tuesdays and Thursdays for the 4th and 5th graders.  They are on a rotating schedule.  The plan is to open up the rotation to 2nd and 3rd graders as well.  Kelley Rogers noted that the National PTA gives awards to schools that promote fitness/health beyond the standard and would like to see the Recess Running Club packaged and submitted as a candidate for an award.
· November 2 will be the start of the recess running club, which occurs only on Wednesdays.  Volunteers to help is needed.
· Looking into putting a link on the DES website for the Advocacy Committee to see issues being or have been looked at and the status.

· Once SGA is formed, possible to get them involved in the resolution of some issues, as appropriate
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