
 

 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  P e n …  
Well we are half way through this school year; the second 

marking period has ended.  Our teachers and students continue 

to be very focused and busy in classrooms making great use of 

each instructional minute!!   Teachers will spend the professional 

day on Monday finalizing grades.  Report cards will be distributed 

on February 1, 2012.   

We are very happy that the weather has been so mild so far this 

winter.  This does allow us to get out to recess most days.  Many students 

are coming to school dressed inappropriately for the weather 

however.  Thirty minutes of recess can get chilly even if the children are 

active.  Hats and gloves are particularly important.  Little fingers get so 

cold quickly!  Thank you for your support with this. 
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“As a committed Professional Learning Community our daily goal is to provide children with opportunities to achieve in a 

earning environment that values, respects and challenges every child, every day..” 

IMPORTANT DATES  

Jan. 23—Professional Day 

for Teachers, No School for 

Students 

Jan. 27—Town Mtg., 9:30 AM 

Bingo Night/Staff Raffle 

Jan. 30—Mrs. Rose’s class to 

Kingsley Ctr., 9:30-1:30 

Jan. 31—Mrs. Waechter’s & 

Mr. Thompson’s Gr. 5 to 

Kingsley Ctr., 9:30-1:30 

Feb. 1—Report Card distribu-

tion 

Feb. 3—Mustang Magazine 

Ms. Diamond’s class to Col-

lingswood, 10:30—12:30 

Backpack Flier distribution 

Feb. 1—Feb. 22—Pennies for 

Patients collection begins 

Feb. 7— SGA Mtg., 8:30AM 

PTA Board Meeting, 7:30PM 

Feb. 9—Science Expo Set Up, 

5-6 PM, Gym 

Feb. 10—Ms. Kern’s class to 

Collingswood, 10:30—12:30 

Gr. 3 Author’s Workshop, 

1:45—3:15 

Science Expo, 7-8PM, Gym 

Feb. 14—Valentine’s celebra-

tions, 2-3PM 

Feb. 17—Mustang Magazine 

Cultural Arts Assemblies, 

9:30 & 10:35, Gym 

Ms. Sekuler’s class to Col-

lingswood, 10:30—12:30 

Testing Schedules for Spring 2012 

Spring testing for students is right around the corner and will be here before 

we know it.  Instruction using the MCPS curricula prepares our students well 

for these assessments.  It is important that students are present in school on 

the testing dates.   

Please note the 

dates and try not 

to schedule out-

side appoint-

ments on the 

days your child 

will be tested.  

Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 

Assessment Dates Testing Group 

MSA Reading March 12-13 

March 14-15 

Grades 3, 4 

Grade 5 

MSA Mathematics 

 

March 16-19 

March 20-21 

Grades 3,4 

Grade 5 

MSA Science April 30ñMay 4 Grade 5 

TN/2 April 16-20 Grade 2 

ACCESS for ELLs  Feb. 6ñMarch 23 ESOL Students, Grades  K- 12 



 

 

Emergency Weather Info 
 
Winter weather will soon be  upon us.  Here are some ways to get 
the latest information on school closings or delays. 
* MCPS Homepage:  www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org 
* Alert MCPS:  http://alert.montgomerycountymd.gov 
* ASK MCPS telephone information center:  301-309-6277 

(7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday) 
* Recorded information:  301-279-3673 
* QuickNotes e-mail news service:  Subscribe at 

www.mcpsquicknotes.org 
* Twitter:  http://twitter.com/mcps 
* MCPS cable channels:  Comcast 34, Verizon 36 or 

RCN 89 
* Local radio and TV stations 

DARNESTOWN ELEMENTARY PTA BINGO NIGHT and STAFF RAFFLE 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2012, 7:00 ï 9:00pm 

LAKELANDS PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL, 1200 Main Street, Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

 
Bingo Night is fun way to see  

friends, teachers and staff! 

The Staff Raffle drawings will take place to benefit the PTA!! 

Everyone loves the bingo prizes!! 

Come join the fun!!! 

 

Bingo is FREE and begins around 7:40pm.  
Potomac Pizza will be selling pizza at the event with a portion of the sales benefiting 
the PTA.  To avoid long lines at the event, we ask that you pre -order your food with 

the attached order form.  PLEASE RETURN THE ORDER FORM ASAP!   

We will be taking pre-orders until Wednesday, January 25th at noon. 

 
Want to volunteer for 30 minute shifts?  Please e-mail Cindy Eldridge at cyn_eldridge@comcast.net 

 

The DES Science Expo 2012 is coming soon!   

The DES Science Expo is a PTA sponsored event designed to stimulate excitement, interest, and 

appreciation for all areas of science.  The Expo will be held on Tuesday, February 10, 2012 from 7-

8PM in the Gym.  All students in grades Kindergarten through Gr. 5 are encouraged to participate.  

Teams are encouraged to work together.   

Science Expo packets were sent home with all students last week.  More information is available in 

the packet or on the PTA website.   

Mark your calendars for our Expo - we hope to see you there!  

BE PREPARED  

With the changing weather, we ask 
that you send your child(ren) to school 
prepared to go outside for  recess.  
This includes coats, hats, and gloves 
or mittens.  Dressing in layers is 
recommended for maximum comfort 

throughout the day.  We go 
outside everyday except when 
the temperature (or wind chill) is 
below 32 degrees and on those 
days when rain or snow keeps us 
indoors.  



 

 

P T A  N e w s  

2012 is well underway and so are some exciting PTA projects!   

 

At our last PTA meeting, the outdoor courtyard classroom was reviewed and discussed.  A 

huge THANK YOU goes to Vicki and Scott Mostrom for all of their efforts and talents in 

helping to make this  Here’s the scoop… 
 

§ Mark Mostrom and Julia Kriz from Landscape Projects Inc. spoke regarding the outdoor 

classroom that is wanted along with the addition to the school. The outdoor classroom would 

be located in the courtyard area of renovated school's plan. 

§ They showed 2 designs that had been drawn up and discussion was held regarding both. As 

they were both great plans, it was agreed that one plan seemed more functional than the 

other. 

§ Mrs. Colgary is going to show the plans to the teachers and get their feedback as to which 

design they like best. 

§ A decision on one of the designs needs to be made soon in order to meet with the county 

prior to the drainage system being installed in that area. 

§ The outdoor classroom would be laid with a permeable surface to ensure there would be no 

standing water or water flow to the buildings. 

 

The two designs can be found on the PTA web site.  Please send comments to Pauline White at 

mpev@comcast.net. 

 

The Science Expo is coming up. Set us is Feb 9th and the Science Expo is February 10th.  

Forms available on DES PTA website. The Expo is open to all grades and can be done as sin-

gle or group projects. Keep it simple or go overboard, we'll look forward to seeing your work. 

Enjoy!  
 

Volunteers needed for 4/5  and 2/3 recess. If you can spare 45 minutes around lunchtime, 

we are looking for volunteers to help supervise recess in the gym and on the blacktop. If you 

are interested use the following links to sign up. 

 For 4/5 recess        http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/812345631171576072 

 For  2/3 recess       http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/323456346329860112 

 

Do you have an item you can donate to the PTA for our silent Auction?   The Silent Auction will 

be held in conjunction with the 2nd Annual Music and Arts Evening to be held Thursday, 

March 22nd.  Look for more details in upcoming issues of the Mustang Magazine.   

   

~Pauline White and Lisa Markiewicz  
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Potomac Pizza Pre-Order Form:  Bingo Night  
Friday, January 27, 2012 7:00pm 

Food: Quantity: Amount Due: 
Pizza Slice- Pepperoni:  $2.50     

Pizza Slice- Cheese:  $2.50     

Whole Cheese Pizza:  $14 

          8  slices 
    

Whole Pepperoni Pizza: $16 
          8 slices 

    

σȱ )ÔÁÌÉÁÎ 3ÕÂȡ  ΑσȢυπ     
σȱ 4ÕÒËÅÙ 3ÕÂȡ ΑσȢυπ     
Hotdog  $2.50     
Lg. Grill Chicken Salad $8.50     
Sm. Garden Salad: $4.50     
Canned Soda:  $1.50 each     
         Coke     
         Diet Coke     
          Sprite     
Bottled Water: $1.50     

Total Due: 
  

    

Please make checks payable to Darnestown Elementary PTA.  A portion 

of the sales will benefit the PTA!  

Family Last Name: ______________________________________ 

Teacher (s): ____________________________________________ 

We will be taking pre-orders until Wednesday, Jan. 25th at noon.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


