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Come be a scientist with us!

 Friday, February 10, 2012, 7:00-8:00PM

What is the Science Expo?

The DES Science Expo is a PTA-sponsored event designed to stimulate excitement, interest, and appreciation for all areas of science. All students are encouraged to participate!
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Students may:

· Perform an experiment using the scientific method (described in this packet).
· Research an interesting topic (a favorite animal, hobby, exotic place…).
· Explore how something works, and share what was learned.
Participation:

All students K-5 are encouraged to participate.  Teams of 2 or more, and sibling teams are also encouraged. Local libraries have books with suggested projects if a student would like help in choosing an experiment.  Help is also available by contacting Kelley Rogers (301-869-4719, or mjkcrogers@verizon.net).   

Entering the Science Expo:

Decide on a project, fill out the entry form attached, and return it to school in an envelope marked “PTA: Science Expo” by February 1st.  Extra forms will be available in the school office, and on the ‘darnestownpta.com’ website.
Displaying your project:
For projects involving experiments, a suggested display format is included in this packet.  Other types of projects should use the display to post pictures, drawings, and other important information found during the student’s research. It is best to display your project on a three-sided board, available from local crafts stores. A student can also create a display board using a large box with top, bottom, and one side removed.

[image: image4.wmf]Things to avoid due to MCPS policies: 
· No bacterial, viral, or fungal cultures.
· No experiments that might harm children or animals.
· No open flames, poisons, dangerous chemicals or explosives.
· No high voltage or open top cell batteries.
· No live animals are allowed at the Science Expo.  If an experiment involves an animal please post pictures only on the display board.  Sealed and contained insects are permitted (e.g. ants in an ant farm), provided that there is NO risk of accidental release.  

· Electrical outlets are limited, so please note and electrical requirements on the entry form.
· Anything else considered dangerous…please use common sense!
The Expo Experience
The actual Science Expo Event will take place in the gym on Friday, Februrary 10th, from 7:00 – 8:00 PM.  Families are invited to come and view all of the displays. Each participant will receive one DES Science Expo medal.  There will be no formal judging…just an emphasis on participation and family fun!  Students are encouraged to stand by their displays to give demonstrations and answer questions.  The display must be taken home when the family leaves at the end of the evening.     

Important Dates to remember:

	Wed., February 1st 
	3:30 pm
	Entry form due 

	Thurs, February 9th
	5- 6 pm
	Student (w/Adult) set up display in gym

	Fri., February 10th
	9:30 am – 3:30 pm
7:00 – 8:00 pm 

8:00 PM


	Classes view displays
SCIENCE EXPO

Take Home Displays
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